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June 20, 2022 

 

Special meeting of the City Council of the City of Two Harbors, Minnesota, held on Monday, June 
20, 2022, at 5:15 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by President Redden. 

Members present, Councilors: Woodruff, Glaser, Rennwald, Passe, Erickson,  
     Redden. 6. 

Members absent:   Mayor Swanson. 1.  

Others present:   Interim Administrator, Dhein 
Finance Director, Pietila 

     City Attorney, Costley. 
 

President Redden announced that the purpose of the special meeting was to discuss and consider 
addressing concerns regarding Mayor Christopher Swanson. 

Vice President Glaser addressed the Council indicating that her heart breaks for everyone in this 
community.  She stated that she can’t understand why Mayor Swanson has not resigned.  She went 
on to state that she believes that it will take years before the City is respected and can clear up this 
mess.  She indicated her belief that if the mayor really cares about this community, he would step 
down and let the healing begin.   

Councilor Woodruff addressed the Council indicating his opinion that this has been going on for 
six months, we haven’t been able to really focus and get things done.  He stated his belief that it 
would be in the best interest of the City to put this item to rest and to get back to the things that we 
were put into office to do.  He indicated his feeling that it’s time for the Mayor to resign. 

President Redden addressed the Council reporting that there has been a lot of anxiety throughout 
the Council and in the community regarding the Mayor.  He expressed extreme frustration for the 
staff and the citizens of the community and that nobody deserves to go through this.  He indicated 
his intention to request council action that Mayor Swanson be asked to resign. 

Councilor Erickson addressed the Council indicating that she has heard from people throughout 
the community for months.  She stated that it has been her hope and intention to make sure that 
their voices are heard.  She has tried to make sure that she has followed the advice provided by 
staff and legal counsel and it has not been easy.  She expressed a deep level of appreciation to our 
staff and legal counsel.  She is hoping that we can continue to move forward as a City and as a 
community in recognizing that the pitfalls and barriers that sometimes we are feeling more 



prominent recently are things we can work through together.  She expressed thanks to President 
Redden for his leadership during this time and for bringing the Council together to have this 
conversation.   

Woodruff added that he thinks we are all in this together.  He thinks that empathy is an important 
part of this.  He feels it is important to realize that there are a lot of cards on the table with this 
issue and he hopes that we come out with some self-reflection and that it is important to have 
compassion and forgiveness, and that there is a need to talk about things.  Moving forward it is 
important to have open communication, transparency and be willing to talk.  There has to be some 
common ground, and we need to work harder to come together and do a better job. 

Councilor Passe addressed the Council, reporting that he hears from everyone that we have the 
opportunity to move forward and that we need to work together.  He indicated his belief that there 
is a lack of communication and lack of empathy for one another.  He stated that he feels that the 
current situation is not good for the City.   

President Redden asked Attorney Costley if it would be appropriate for him, as Council President, 
to make a motion.  Attorney Costley responded that that would be appropriate. 

Motion by Redden and Erickson requesting that Mayor Swanson step down as Mayor.  Carried by 
a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call.  

Redden asked if there was anyone on the Council who wished to speak regarding the two 
individuals who were removed from the previous City Council agenda.  Glaser responded that she 
wants the public to know that she is deeply sorry that they had to go through what they did.  She 
indicated that she feels that the Council and the community has heard their message. 

Councilor Woodruff reported that he has received several emails and he wanted people to know 
that it has been a very difficult situation and he has been concerned with legal issues associated 
with providing responses to some of the messages that he has received.   

He hopes that the Mayor and his family can find some peace and forgiveness. 

Motion by Woodruff and Passe that the meeting adjourn.  Carried.  

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Ben Redden, President, City Council 

 
____________________________________ 
Patricia D. Nordean, City Clerk 


